THERAPEUTICS 


295 


The Most Recent Treatments of Erysipelas. — Hecht ( Therap. Monats., 
1907, xxi, 23) recommends the following methods of treatment: (1) 
Absolute alcohol is the most serviceable of the older agents, especially 
when a dressing which excludes the air can be applied, on the extremities 
for instance. (2) Salokrol and mesotan. These agents act well and 
may be employed if absolute alcohol is objected to by the patient. 
(3) Phenolcamphor has been warmly advocated. This consists of a 
mixture of liquid phenol, 30 parts; camphor, 60 parts; and spiritus vini 
10 parts, and is a clear non-caustic fluid. Early in the infection it may 
be painted upon the affected part, later it may be applied upon gauze 
as a dressing. (4) A mixture of ichthyol, guaiacol, and oleum terebin- 
thinse 10 parts of each, spiritus vini 20 parts, acts as an antiphlogistic, 
an antipyretic and an analgesic, in erysipelas as well as in lymphangitis, 
furunculosis, etc., and also renders good service in acute rheumatic 
arthritis. Intravenous injections of eollargol may also be employed. 


The Treatment of Scar Formation Resulting from Gastric Ulcers.— 

Ewald (Folia Therap., 1907, i, 1,) states that he has come to fear the 
cicatrices which follow gastric ulcers more than the causative lesion itself. 
The ordinary measures placed at our disposal—massage, electricity, 
baths, dietetic rules, etc., are worse than useless in these conditions; 
operative treatment has been our only resource, and by no means one 
certain to give permanent relief. It appears, however, that in thio- 
sinamine we have a remedy which may possess a specific action on scar 
tissue. This agent is a derivative of the ethereal oil of mustard and 
has been repeatedly used in all postoperative troubles resulting from 
scar formation. Neisser has reported an instance of complete oesopha¬ 
geal stricture resulting from the ingestion of caustic soda which had 
resisted all forms of treatment for eight years in which a cure followed 
twenty-four injections of thiosinamine; no recurrence has occurred 
in nearly two years. Ewald has employed this substance in new forma¬ 
tions of various kinds, especially benign stenoses of the oesophagus 
and somach and perigastric growths. In a number of patients no 
results were observed, but in others, subjectively, there was unmistakable 
improvement, while objectively there was decreased tenderness with 
milder symptoms, increase of weight, and ability to return to work. 
There was, of course, complete failure in malignant growths. An 
instance of gastric distortion following operation for cholecystitis and 
due to scar formation or pressure upon the organ by scar tissue and in 
which there was a palpable and tender tumor in the pyloric region was 
greatly benefited by injections of fibrolysine, a water-soluble combina¬ 
tion of thiosinamine and sodium salicylate. The tenderness disappeared 
and other symptoms were relieved. The usual quantity injected con¬ 
tained 3 grains of thiosinamine to a dose. Thiosinamine itself may be 
injected in a mixture of 2 parts of this substance, 8 parts of glycerin, 
and 10 parts of distilled water. 

Tincture of Strophanthus.— R. A. Hatcher (Jour. Arrwr. Med. 
Assoc., 1907, xlviii, 1177) summarizes a paper, in which he discusses 
the advantages of strophanthus over digatalis, and cites results of 
experimentation with different samples of the tincture of the drug, thus: 
It may be stated positively that there is no difficulty in obtaining tincture 
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of strophanthus in the open market of quite as uniform potency 
as obtains in the case of tinctures of other drugs which are not standard¬ 
ized, and that the seeds do not undergo deterioration on being kept 
several years, possessing in this respect a great advantage over digitalis 
leaves, which deteriorate rapidly. Digitalis continues to be of very 
variable strength, not only for the reason just stated, but owing to want 
of uniformity in time of collection, methods of drying and source, even 
when official requirements are met. It should be remembered that 
the strength of the infusion of digitalis varies greatly with the manner of 
preparation, an infusion made from the powdered leaf more nearly 
representing the full potency than one made from leaves which have 
been merely broken up in the mortar. 


Differences in the Physiological Action of an Alkaloid. — O. H. Brown 
(Jour. Amer. Med. Assoc., 1907, xlviii, 1241) concludes a study upon 
this subject w T ith the statements that the acid with which certain alka¬ 
loids, strychnine, quinine, and morphine are combined, alter decidedly 
the pharmacological action of the alkaloid—at least in regard to its 
toxicity for paramecia (the animalcules used for experimentation). 
The most toxic salts of strychnine and quinine are, in some instances, 
at least, those which stimulate catalytic processes most markedly. 
The salts of morphine with the smallest degree of toxicity, in some 
instances, at least, are the salts of those acids, the sodium salts of which 
stimulate catalysis the most markedly. 


The Prevention of Arteriosclerosis. — Huchard (Revue de thercip., 
1907, lxxiv, 79) considers arterial hypertension an important precursor of 
arterial degeneration, and holds that the prevention of the latter condi¬ 
tion consists, in great measure, in combating the former. In lessening 
the tendency to excessive vascular tension many means are at our dis¬ 
posal, the most important of which are: diet, muscular exercise, massage 
-—particularly abdominal and precordial massage—baths—especially 
carbon dioxide baths—and the high frequency electric current. 
Of drugs, the most useful are the nitrites, among which are classed 
amyl nitrite, glyceryl nitrate, erythrol tetranitrate, sodium and potas¬ 
sium nitrite, with theobromine to assist elimination through the kidneys. 
Huchard considers renal insufficiency to be a very important early 
symptom of early arterial sclerosis and should command our best efforts 
for its relief, consequently, we should reduce to a minimum the ali¬ 
mentary toxins which are the chief cause of this difficulty. Here diet 
regulation plays an important part, as it also does in lessening the 
tendency to excessive arterial tension. The ideal diet is one composed 
chiefly of vegetables and milk and one from which sodium chloride has, 
so far as is possible, been eliminated. Diuretics also should be employed 
in order to increase elimination through the kidneys and it may become 
necessary to sustain the heart in the struggle against the peripheral 
obstacles. Heart tonics usually are unnecessary before the condition 
is well advanced but, when indicated, the intermittent administration 
of digitalin is advised. In fine, the treatment of what Huchard calls 
“presclerosis” consists in lowering arterial tension, combating toxic 
conditions, and increasing renal permeability. 



